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Dear Alumni of IIT Roorkee: and awards to students, Fellowships and Chair Professorships to 
faculty members, travel grants etc.Greetings from your Alma Mater!
In this context, I would like to quote Mr. N.R. Narayan Murthy I believe that alumni play a very important role in the growth of 
“Nobody is bothered about an institution more than its alumni”. I any academic institution of the world. This is especially true for 
invite you to take out some time from your busy life and visit institutions of higher learning. From that perspective, IIT 
your institute. Whenever you think of your student life and wish Roorkee has a distinct edge over comparable institutions in India 
to make a donation / contribution for the development of the given an alumni base spanning over 170 years.
institute, please feel free to drop me a line. I would see that 

You would be happy to learn that your institute has recently together we do whatever is needed to help you cherish the special 
initiated several schemes to promote excellence in students, bond that you have with your Alma Mater.
faculty and departments. This has created an opportunity for all 

Yours truly,of you to contribute to help your institute shine among the best 
Bhola R. Gurjar, PhDacademic institutions of the world. You can get in touch with me 
E-mail: dora@iitr.ac.in Website: https://dora.iitr.ac.into learn more about these schemes which include scholarships 
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN OF RESOURCES AND ALUMNI AFFAIRS

 Prof. S.P. Gupta, Former Dy. Director, IITR

The year 2001 will go down as another landmark year when UOR 
became IITR.  Prof. D.V. Singh, Vice Chancellor, led the change 
very eminently. In his rather short tenure, he got the Institute a 10 
acre piece of land in Knowledge Park, Greater Noida from the UP 
Government.

In the last 16 years, IIT Roorkee has moved under four Directors – 
Professors Prem Vrat (2001-2006), Suresh Chand Saxena, (2006-
2011), Pradipta Banerji (2011-2016) and Ajit Kumar Chaturvedi 
(since 2017). All made it better and richer than before.

Prof. Prem Vrat 's leadership will be remembered for clean and 
forward looking administration. A number of modern buildings 
came up, namely, seven storied Hill View and Canal Apartments, 
Mahatama Gandhi Central Library, NC Nigam Visitor' Hostel, 
Non-teaching staff Apartments, etc. in addition to other 
amenities. Distinguished Alumnus Award and Outstanding 
Teacher Award for faculty were started.  The campus started 
looking vibrant. 

Prof. Suresh Chand Saxena met  with a major policy change as he 
began. The Central Government increased student intake to 
accommodate 27% students of OBC category. His task was set. 
Create more buildings to accommodate increased numbers. Three 
new multistoried boys' hostels and a new girls' hostel, each of 800 
seat capacity came up. A new lecture hall complex with the 
facility of large class rooms and two new multi storied faculty 
residential complexes also came up. Professor Saxena also got the 
construction of Greater Noida Campus completed. 

At 52, Prof. Pradipta Banerji was the youngest ever to lead the 
fortunes of this Institute. He was less formal in his functioning. He 

thbrought fresh air in Alumni relations at Roorkee. He made 25  
November, the Foundation Day of the Institute, as Alumni Day. 
He also got the Main Building named after James Thomason. He 

took many decisions for all round development, to name a few (a) 
all faculty members got an air conditioner in their offices, (b) got 
a master plan for Roorkee campus made and got construction of 
four new buildings started – A transit accommodation of 280 1-
bedroom units, a new lecture hall complex, a boys hostel of 800 
single seated rooms and a student activity centre (c) got started a 
new major building complex, called Multi Activity Centre, which 
has several student centric amenities and a modern 400-seat 
Auditorium (d) got a roof top solar system which generates 1.8 
MW electrical power, provides hot water in residences of faculty 
and hostels and used in students' messes for solar cooking (e) a 
standby  DG set system of 6 MVA capacity to cater to bulk load of 
the campus was made functional (f)  got a comprehensive peer 
review of IIT Roorkee done from a panel of eminent 
academicians led by Dr. Anil Kakodkar (g)  got faculty 
recruitment done regularly a record number of over 100 faculty 
members were appointed (h) created a  number of new positions 
of Deputy Registrars, Assistant Registrars and Estate & Works 
staff (i) got in place an all encompassing ERP portal “Advaita”, 
(j) created new multi disciplinary centre and established a 
modern Tinkering lab. 

In January 2017, Prof. Ajit Chaturvedi took over as the present 
Director. A hard working and meticulous, Prof. Chaturvedi 
continued the improvements by introducing openness in 
functioning of the Institute and making it more participative and 
less restrictive.  He aims to recruit the best of faculty members. 
He has just begun and the Institute is poised for a big leap under 
his leadership.

IIT Roorkee is moving from strength to strength under successive 
Directors. The Thomasonian culture is giving way to IIT culture 
but the aura of Roorkee remains unchanged.

UNIVERSITY TO IIT – THE JOURNEY SO FAR



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

ERICSSON INNOVATION AWARD-2017 Ekdeep 
Lubana, II year ECE,  Anisha Godha, IV year IMT GT, Ankit 
Bagaria, III Year Chemical, and Utkarsh Saxena, III Year 
Metallurgy, students of Indian Institute of Technolgy, Roorkee  
have won First prize of  Euro 25000  in Ericsson Innovation 
Award-2017. As a part of three global finalists they competed at 
Noble Museum in Stockholm, Sweden

The  theme  for Ericsson Innovation Awards 2017 was FUTURE 
OF FOOD. The Roorkee team developed the app 'SNAP' which 
uses a precision agriculture technology based on principles of 
hyper-spectral imaging of crop leaves to determine the optimum 
fertilizer inputs for the crop. SNAP aimed to develop low cost 
handheld imaging device for optimizing fertilizer use in 
agricultural operations thus alleviating the soil degradation from 
excessive use of fertilizer as well as ecosystem deterioration. 

VALEO INNOVATION CHALLENGE 2017 
Abhishek Sachdeva, Amit Manchanda, Animesh Gupta, Anshul 
Jain and Raghav Chawla, a team of five students representing IIT 
Roorkee were selected as global finalists for the Valeo 
Innovation Challenge 2017. After three phases of evaluation, 
only 7 teams have reached the finals, which shall be held on 
October 26 2017 in Paris. In the initial stages, 1627 teams from 
748 universities and 80 countries had participated.

The Alumni Association on behalf of All Alumni of IIT 
Roorkee congratulate the two teams for their astounding 
achievement.

IIT ROORKEE START UPs

AAS VIDYALAYA

OUR INITIATIVE INDIA
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THE GREAT INDIAN FILM & LITRATURE FESTIVAL
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TBS PLANT AUGMENTED REALITY COMICS

GRINNTECH MOTORS & SERVICES (P) LTD

START UPs INCUBATED AND MENTORED BY TIDES

STUDENT START UPs

LOG 9 MATERIALS …. NANNOVATING THE WORLD!
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MADGUY LABS

THE INDIAN IRIS

SNAP

PCSS IITR
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INGENIUM

PRAGO

CAMPUS FRIEND

NEWS FROM LOCAL CHAPTERS

MUMBAI CHAPTER 
Organised a family get to gather Monsoon Splash with Waterfall, 
Greenery and Nature on July 23, 2017 in New Mumbai. 

USA

Roorkee Alumni  from Bay Area organised a picnic on June 03, 2017 

at Lake Elizabeth, Freemont, USA

DEHRADUN CHAPTER
Organised a get to gather at ONGC auditorium on 10 September 2017 
attended by 171 alumni and their family members

BHOPAL CHAPTER
Organised a get together on 30 April 2017 at MANIT Bhopal VIP 
Guest House.

H.K. Khaira, President                              S.N. Bajpai, Secretary
9827275970                                              9425604261

AHEMDABAD CHAPTER
The AGM of Ahemdabad Chapter was organised at Ellisbridge 
gymkhana on 21 May 2017. The programme included a comedy show 
of 90 minutes duration by a leading comedian. Mr B.K. Chaturvedi, 
President IITR Alumni Association graced the occasion.
Sudhir K. Jain, President

LUCKNOW CHAPTER

The Chapter Organised its Annual Meet on 16 April 2017 at Vishveshwarya Auditorium

Rajiv Agarwal, President                                                  Anuj Varshneya, Secretary

9636292222                                                                        9839022848

Subhash Garg, 
President

9833047016

Manoj Jain, 
Secretary

9702500049

Pradeep Aggarwal, 
Vice President   
9869204595 

M.P. Jain, President 
9756400033

S. M. Saxena,
 Vice President 

Pradeep Sahariyar, 
Secretary
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1980 BATCH REUNION

1980 Batch Reunion at Golden Tulip Resort, Chandigarh on 

9 September 2017.

NEPAL CHAPTER

The Twenty Second Annual General Meeting cum get together 
was organised on 04 September 2017. About 80 Alumni and their 
spouses attended. The 

 A 
talk on 

participants included Shankar Krishna 
Malla (1956) and the young ones who have graduated in 2017.  

Soil Reinforcement for Slope Stabilization Technology 
was given by Er. Basu Dev Pokharel. 

Umesh B. Malla                           
President  

Basu Dev Pokhrel 
Secretary General  

Biswa Balla
Treasurer

OUR ALUMNUS

Devanshu Mishra,  IIT Roorkee alumnus and his friend Deepak Kumar, organised and collected about ₹ 97000. These funds were 

invested to provide free education 36 children of Chai Gadda, Dhanbad. They formed a social group PEHAL to provide education to poor 
and needy. Some initiatives taken by PEHAL are; 1. Sponsoring the school fees of 71 students from the slums of Dhanbad, 2. Sponsoring 
the tution fee for IIT JEE preparation for a girl whose father is not alive, 3. Coordinated with HELLO WEB of Mozila Firefox and 
provided Web Literacy to more than 4500 students from Government schools of Dhanbad, 4. Started PEHAL Schools where students 
learn through internet, 5. Running smart classes in 17 slums of Dhanbad.  (Contact: https://www.facebook.com/pehalaninitiaives/)
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SHARAD KUMAR JAIN BE 
(Civil) University of Roorkee 
1980, M.Tech (Hydraulics and 
Water Resources) IIT Kanpur, 
Ph.D University of Roorkee 
1990. R & D and teaching 
experience of more than 35 
years in the field of hydrology 
and water resources. Research 
interests include Surface Water Hydrology, Water Resources 
Planning and Management, Impact of Climate Change, 
Application of Remote Sensing & GIS, and ANNs  Visited USA, 
Japan, Denmark and UK for long term foreign assignments. 
Authored 4 books, 35 book chapters and 230 research papers. Has 
been appointed Director of National Institute of Hydrology in 
July 2017.

SANJIV SINGH a chemical engineer 
from University of Roorkee joined 
Indian Oil in 1981. He took over as 
Chairman, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. 
In June 2017. Concurrently, he is also 
Chairman of Chennai Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd. and Hindustan Urvarak 
and Rasayan Ltd. He played a key role in 
the setting up, commissioning and 

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT

stabilisation of two of Indian Oil's biggest green field refineries 
at Panipat and Paradip. The commissioning of Indian Oil's 11th 
refinery at Paradip in early 2016, is his benchmark contribution 
to the Indian refining sector. A champion of clean and green 
fuels, Mr. Singh ensured on-schedule rollout of BS-IV fuels 
across the country in April 2017 and has now set a frenetic pace 
for Indian Oil refineries to meet the tough deadline of 
introducing BS-VI grade green fuels in the country by April 
2020. Mr. Singh is widely travelled in India and abroad and has 
presented papers in several important national and international 
forums. 

DINESH MOHAN, MSc 1990 and PhD 
in 1995 IITR, Professor, School of 
Environmental Sciences, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi, is elected 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry 
(FRSC) for his contributions to the 
chemical sciences. For the last three years 
he is listed  a Thompson Reuters Highly 
Cited Researchers. Awarded the Scopus 
Young Scientist Award 2007 by Elsevier and Hiyoshi 
Environmental Award 2009 by Hiyoshi Corporation Japan. He is 
recently conferred with adjunct Professor at Chemistry 
Department, Mississippi State University, USA and University 
of Southern Queensland Australia.

Subhash Garg, University of 

Roorkee alumnus and Yoga 

Therapist & Teacher organised 

Yoga  Workshop and Classes for 

Stress Management and wellness 

at University of Texas Arlington 

and DFW Hindu Temple, Dallas 

17-20 September 2017. It was 

attended by large spectrum of 

Students, Faculty and Staff.

Manoj P. Goel, B.E. (Mech) Gold Medalist 1981 based in San Francisco, USA is so much attached to his Alma Mater that he got custom 

license plate 'ROORKEE'' for his car. He co-founded IIT Roorkee Heritage Foundation in the USA 10 years ago and played a lead role 

in facilitating 1-year long all expenses paid internship for IITR students in US companies. Besides the industry internships, IITRHF 

also runs these programs: Summer research internship at US universities, Business Plan competition, Entrepreneur mentoring, Guest 

lectures by alumni on IITR campus, and 50+ Annual Excellence Awards. He was awarded 2015 IITR Distinguished Alumni award
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PUNIT  MISRA, BE Electrical 1992 UOR has been the Chief 
Executive Officer of Broadcast at Zee Entertainment Enterprises 
Limited since August 2016. He served  as  Vice President of Sales 
and Customer Development Global RTM, TT and CDIT and 
Executive Director at Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL) from 
November 2014 to August 2016. He joined HUL as a 
Management Trainee in 1996 and has worked in leadership roles 

across Customer Development, Brand Building, Brand Develop-
ment and General management within HUL. He  is  seen 
presenting award to Aishwarya Rai Bacchan at zee cine awards 
2017.

SANJEET DWIVEDI, ME (Electrical) 
IITR 1999, MSc (Innovation and 
Business) South Denmark University, 
PhD IIT Delhi 2006. Working as Senior 
R&D Control Engineer at Danfoss Drives 
A/S Denmark and Adjunct Professor at 
Department of Electrical Engineering, 
Curtin University, Perth, Australia. He 
received the 2017 9th Global Innovation 
Award of Danfoss MAN ON THE MOON. 

DR VIKAS KUMAR, BE (Metallugy) 
UOR 1980; MTech IIT Kanpur 1982; Ph.D 
IIT Madras 1995; Distinguished alumni 
IIT Roorkee. He joined Defence 
Metallurgical Research Laboratory,   
Hyderabad in 1982 and took over as 
Director on August 01, 2017. He has been 
visiting scientist for two years at Centre 
Des Materiaux, ENSMP, Paris, France and 
worked on development of advanced 
materials for aero engines. He has been responsible for setting up 
of various collaborative research programs within India with 
IITs and abroad such as US Air Force (AFRL), Indo-Russian and 
Indo-Canadian projects. He is recipient of SAIL Gold Medal, 
NRDC Award, United Nation's WIPO Gold Medal, DRDO 
Technology Group award and Agni award for Excellence in Self 
Reliance. He has published more than 100 papers

IITR CONVOCATION 2017
In the long history of this Institution the 
Annual Convocation 2017 was held on two 
consiqutive days on 23 and 24 September 
2017. The Chief Guest on first day was Shri 
A. S. Kiran Kumar, Padma Shri, Chairman, 
ISRO and Secretary, Department of Space 
and 1140 degrees were awarded to UG 
students. The Chief Guest on second day 

was Professor Surendra Prasad, Chairman National Accreditation Board and a former 
Director of IIT Delhi and 1013 PG and PhD degree were awarded. With two day 
convocation the parents of degree recipients were accommodated in the hall itself instead 
of requesting to see the Convocation through a live webcast as in previous years. The 
degree recipients dress from traditional gown, hood and cap was also Indianised to White 
Kurta, Black  Pant and coloured Uttariya (a stole). The problem of heat in the convocation 
hall during September had been a cause of worry for few years. The installation of two 
large size noiseless fans, with 4 meter sweep, and hanging high along the central line has 
brought welcome relief to the audience.
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Editors: 

Published by: 

 BE(C) 1966;  BE(C) 1989
 

 Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee

Website:  Email:  Phone: 01332-285630, 271541

Er S.K. Mital, Dr R.D. Garg,

Alumni Association,
www.iitraa.in iitraa@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2017-18

OBITUARY 
DR PABTRA RAJBONSHI, Associate Professor, NIT Silchar, died in a road accident in Guwahati on           
17 September 2017. He obtained his M. Tech from IITR in 2001 and Ph.D. from IITK. He is survived by his wife 
and two daughters. The Alumni Association expresses its heartfelt condolences and pray that the departed soul 
rest in peace and his family has courage to bear the irreparable loss.

Position Name Passing Year E-mail Mobile

Members are requested to update their contact inform tion and get their Alumni Cards - Hony Secretarya

Vikas Goyal

R.N. Dubey
Manoj P. Goel

Ankur Goyal

Sanjay Kumar Jain

Sanjay Goel

Salil Arya                            PGD1986          salilarya@gmail.com                        09412218404

Y.P. Singh
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